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Instructional Staff 

Course instructors hold positions within 

Michigan State University’s Department 

of Sociology, MSU Extension, College of 

Agriculture & Natural Resources- Com-

munication Division and the College of 

Communication Arts and Sciences. The 

MSU training team has strong expertise 

and practical experience in delivering 

information to various stakeholders 

across risk issues.  

In addition, other communication spe-

cialists from public and private sector 

institutes, media and NGOs will be in-

vited as resource specialists.  

 

Related International Training 

Programs at MSU 

Michigan State University is recog-

nized as a center of excellence in 

training and capacity building nation-

ally and internationally. The World 

Technology Access Program 

(WorldTAP) offers international short 

courses and internship programs in 

the following areas: 

Agroecology, Integrated Pest 

Management (IPM) and Sustain-

able Agriculture 

Intellectual Property Rights  (IPR) 

and Technology Transfer 

Food Safety 

Food Processing, Packaging and 

Value-Addition 

Application Deadline: 

July 15, 2010 

Course Fee per Participant: 

Registration Fee: $ 250 (non-

Refundable) 

Course Fee: $ 3,000 

 

Course fee includes instruc-

tion fee, information pack-

ages, local transportation, 

meals, lodging, and emer-

gency health insurance. 

 

Please make checks payable 

to:  

Michigan State University 

Biosafety: Environmental As-

pects of Agricultural Biotech-

nology 

Animal Agriculture: Best Prac-

tices in Quality Milk Produc-

tion and Dairy Value Chain  

Molecular Plant Breeding 

Agricultural Biotechnology 

Biofuels 



 

tools for innovation. Recent ad-

vances in Information Communica-

tion Technology (ICT) make avail-

able relevant technologies for dis-

semination of information to the 

public, through various channels. 

As decision-makers and the soci-

ety at large are demanding for 

more accurate and credible infor-

mation, there is a dire need to util-

ize these various channels in order 

to disseminate information.  

In this regard, scientists who gen-

erate new sciences and technolo-

gies need to be well equipped 

with proper know-how to commu-

nicate with different stakeholders 

and the society on a day-to-day 

basis. 

 

 

 

Course Components 

Overview of communica-

tion theory. 

Overcoming constraints 

and resolving issues re-

lated to communication. 

Tools in communication. 

Common journalist prac-

tices. 

Case studies—

biotechnology, biodiver-

sity, pesticides, bio-fuels, 

food labeling, international 

trade, food safety,  organic 

products, food security.  

Development of presenta-

tion skills. 

Risk communication. 

Development of interview 

skills. 

Hands on experience in 

development of press re-

leases and newspaper arti-

cles. 

Hands on experience in 

development of web news-

releases. 

ICT and Communication. 

Ethics in Communication. 

Course Description 

This course in Science and Tech-

nology Communication will pro-

vide participants the opportunity 

to gain skills in science communi-

cation using various tools and ap-

proaches. The course will provide 

hands-on experience in communi-

cating science using case studies 

of specific technologies. 

The course will be a platform for 

the local and international partici-

pants to exchange their experi-

ences in communicating new sci-

ences and technologies and will 

help establish cooperation and 

collaboration. 

The knowledge, information and 

experience gained through this 

course will help participants con-

tribute towards creating better un-

derstanding of scientific innova-

tions within the general public and 

within various stakeholders who 

serve the public. 

 

 

 

Course Rationale 

“Science and Technology” 

is considered as one of the 

pillars of sustainable devel-

opment in today’s society. 

New developments in sci-

ence and technology have 

contributed significantly to 

improve various aspects of 

the quality of life of man-

kind through improvements 

in agricultural productivity, 

food security, environ-

mental quality, economic 

growth etc. However, over 

the years, it has become in-

creasingly evident that 

some of the new develop-

ments in science and tech-

nology are controversial 

and require adequate infor-

mation sharing between 

various stakeholders and 

the general public in order 

to create a favorable envi-

ronment for their applica-

tion. 

At present, we live in an in-

terconnected, globalized 

world where there is a tre-

mendous exchange of infor-

mation, technologies and  


